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Canadian Medicare, which was inspired by public health insurance
in Saskatchewan, is about half-a-century old. It remains a defining
characteristic of Canada, part of an ideology of what it means to be
Canadian. Politically unassailable, it remains at best a system with an
average international performance. No serious student of Medicare
would use today the old slogan that Canada has the best health-
care system in the world. Now comes Artificial intelligence and an
aging population to challenge the system, as well as demands for
extending Medicare to cover all pharmaceuticals. Would this be
wise? Can it be afforded?

Jeffrey Simpson, an Officer of the Order of
Canada, was The Globe and Mail’s national
affairs columnist during which time he
wrote about almost all the major Canadian
public policy issues, and many international
questions. He wrote seven books, one of
which won The Governor-General’s award;
another, on the Canadian health-care
system, won the $50,000 Donner Prize

for the best book on public policy. He has
received eight honorary degrees, lectured
at several dozen universities in Canada and abroad, and is a member
of the Trilateral Commission and the Board of Governors of the
University of Ottawa. He is a senior fellow at the Graduate School of
Policy and International Affairs at that university.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS EVENT, PLEASE CONTACT
JSGS AT JSGS.EVENTS@UREGINA.CA OR 306-585-5512. TO REGISTER, PLEASE VISIT US ONLINE
AT WWW.SCHOOLOFPUBLICPOLICY.SK.CA
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